
WLA’s MLK Day of Service at Dorsey High School  

For more than 10 years, Kaiser Permanente West Los Angeles has demonstrated strong ties to its community 
by honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. through a Day of Service event. This year was no exception 
as Kaiser Permanente clinicians and employees gathered at Dorsey High School in Los Angeles, demonstrating 
hands-on support to beautify the campus. 

More than 1,000 people attended, including about 80 volunteers from Kaiser Permanente, to lend their time to 
such projects as painting, cleaning, construction, and gardening. Basketball coach and former Los Angeles 
Laker, Derek Fisher, was also on hand to sign autographs and encourage students, as were members of the L.A. 
Sparks women’s basketball team. 

Holly Sparks, a 16-year Kaiser Permanente employee at Culver Marina medical offices, volunteered at the 
event, accompanied by her 3 children (Bryce, 14; Sadie, 13, and Anderson,7). For Sparks, who grew up in the 
Baldwin Hills/Crenshaw area, she felt like she was returning home.  

She explained that Dr. King’s memory and servicing the community couldn’t be more connected. “It was 
important for me to do something with my kids,” she said. “I always talk to them about doing things in their 
community. I tell them that they enjoy a certain lifestyle and they have an obligation to reach back. Dr. King 
was a person who cared about the people where he lived.” Sparks and her children assisted in re-painting the 
theatre.  

Kaiser Permanente’s MLK Day of Service is a symbol of diversity and inclusion. Representatives from a wide 
spectrum of organizations attend these events annually, giving not only their time, but also sending a clear 
message to youth at places like Dorsey High School, that they are valued and appreciated. These activities 
underscore Kaiser Permanente’s commitment to serve our underrepresented communities, promoting the 
memory of Dr. King, and encouraging his vision to Thrive. 

  


