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KAISER PERMANENTE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY AREA HOLDS 

COMMUNITY SURGERY DAY 

 
Nine Uninsured Patients Receive Free Life-Changing Medical Procedures 

 

FONTANA, May 1, 2017 – Nine San Bernardino County residents who lack health 

insurance but needed operations received free life-changing surgeries on Saturday, April 29, 

thanks to the generosity of nearly 60 physicians and staff who volunteered their time at the 

Fontana Medical Center’s Community Surgery Day.  

The nine patients were referred to Kaiser Permanente by four community partners: 

Lestonnac Free Clinic, SAC Health Systems, Parktree Community Health Systems and Western 

University Eye Care Center. The patients were not eligible for any other assistance program that 

would enable them to have these much-needed procedures.  

Surgeons performed four hernia repair procedures, four cataract surgeries and one gall 

bladder surgery.  

“Kaiser Permanente’s social mission is to care for the communities we serve. It is so 

wonderful to work with so many community partners that share this passion,” said Greg 

Christian, Senior Vice President and Area Manager, Kaiser Foundation Hospitals/Health Plan, 

San Bernardino County Area. “It is an honor for physicians, nurses and staff to offer and 

volunteer their time as a way of extending their hearts to these wonderful patients and their 

families.”  

“We are grateful to our dedicated, compassionate physicians and staff who donated their 

talents and personal time,” said Timothy Jenkins, MD, Area Medical Director and Chief of Staff. 

“We are fortunate to work with such an outstanding group of professionals who represent us so 

well in the community.” 

Six surgeons, three anesthesiologists and dozens of RNs, CRNAs, EVS, Pharmacy, Periop 

Services, administrators and support staff volunteered to participate in the successful event. 
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Community Surgery Day took place at the Kaiser Permanente Fontana Medical Center. This was 

the 10th Community Surgery Day held by the Kaiser Permanente San Bernardino County Area 

since 2010. 

Community Surgery Day is part of a broader effort by Kaiser Permanente medical centers 

throughout Southern California and their community partners to provide free surgical procedures 

to low income, uninsured and underinsured individuals. 

 

About Kaiser Permanente  
 

Kaiser Permanente is committed to helping shape the future of health care. We are recognized as one of 

America’s leading health care providers and not-for-profit health plans. Founded in 1945, Kaiser 

Permanente has a mission to provide high-quality, affordable health care services and to improve the 

health of our members and the communities we serve. We currently serve more than 11.3 million members 

in eight states and the District of Columbia. Care for members and patients is focused on their total health 

and guided by their personal physicians, specialists and team of caregivers. Our expert and caring medical 

teams are empowered and supported by industry-leading technology advances and tools for health 

promotion, disease prevention, state-of-the-art care delivery and world-class chronic disease management. 

Kaiser Permanente is dedicated to care innovations, clinical research, health education and the support of 

community health. For more information, go to: kp.org/share. 

 

Kaiser Permanente’s San Bernardino County Service Area has provided comprehensive, affordable health 

care to the Inland Empire for more than 70 years and serves more than 560,000 members. The San 

Bernardino County Service Area includes the Kaiser Foundation Hospitals in Fontana and Ontario, and 

medical offices in Fontana, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Colton, Claremont, Montclair, Chino, San 

Bernardino, Victorville, Redlands and Upland. 
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