
Investing in the Health of the Community 

Kaiser Permanente Kern County announces a significant investment in the community’s upstream 
determinants of health.  

Kaiser Permanente is excited to extend its mission to help improve the health of its members 

and our community beyond our walls in a unique and visible way.  

In December 2017, Kaiser Permanente and the City of Bakersfield entered into a 5-year 

agreement to accelerate the development and expansion of the sports complex located in 

Southwest Bakersfield on Taft Highway between Ashe and Gosford Roads. The City Council 

unanimously approved the $500,000 investment and designated the complex as The Kaiser 
Permanente Sports Village.  

“We’re making this investment in the sports facility, to encourage active lifestyles and social 

interaction which are two keys to health. We’re also doing this as part of our 30-year 

anniversary of providing care and coverage to Kern County,” says David Womack, Senior Vice 

President for Kaiser Permanente.  

The sports village currently has twelve soccer and four youth football fields, a concession stand, 

restrooms and parking. The expansion will add four more soccer fields, four permanent youth 

football fields, eight softball/baseball fields, a stadium field, outdoor exercise equipment, a 

Thrive Walking/Running Path, and landscaping. This April, a new entrance off Taft Highway, 

several picnic areas, playgrounds, landscaped walking trails and restrooms will open. The multi-

purpose Thrive path located along the perimeter and throughout the sports village will attract 

walkers, runners, bicyclists, and in-line skaters.  

Kaiser Permanente has been investing in community health programs with the City of 

Bakersfield for several years, including Operation Splash, which provides reduced cost swim 

lessons, general swim passes, junior lifeguard training and the ReThink Your Drink campaign.  

“Kaiser Permanente has been a tremendous partner for us and is fully committed to the health 

and wellness of the city’s residents. Their contribution to current and future phases of the sports 

village is very positive for our entire community,” says Dianne Hoover, Director of Recreation 

and Parks.  

Kaiser Permanente is committed to making investments in our communities to help ensure that 

everyone experiences good health and well-being.   


