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~'"~ KAISER PERMANENTEat 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Maria Lengerke Herington, Public Affairs 
Kaiser Permanente Baldwin Park 
Office: 626-851-5218 
Cell: 626-484-0602 

KAISER PERMANENTE BALDWIN PARK’S COLONOSCOPY DAY SERVES HIGH-RISK 
UNINSURED INDIVIDUALS FROM THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 

BALDWIN PARK, CA (March 15, 2018) –– March is Colorectal (Colon) Cancer Awareness Month 
and serves as a reminder of the importance of getting screenings for early detection of colon 
cancer. It is the most common cancer among men and women, but also one of the most treatable 
when detected early. The Gastroenterology Department at Kaiser Permanente Baldwin Park 
Medical Center in partnership with East Valley Community Health Center (EVCHV) in West Covina 
hosted Colonoscopy Day on March 10. Since the program began in 2010, 137 uninsured, low-
income individuals from the community have received colonoscopies leading to early detection of 
colon cancer in some and expedited treatment. 

Through the leadership of Rody Yoshinaka, MD, Chief, Gastroenterology Department, at the 
Kaiser Permanente Baldwin Park Medical Center, a team of physicians and support staff 
volunteered their time to provide colonoscopies to uninsured individuals from the local community. 
All patients were identified and referred by East Valley Community Health Center. 

“Colonoscopy is a procedure used to see inside the colon and rectum to look for early signs of 
colorectal cancer. The procedure enables us to detect inflamed tissue, ulcers, and abnormal 
growths. It can also help diagnose unexplained changes in bowel habits, and determine causes of 
abdominal pain and rectal bleeding,” explains Dr. Yoshinaka. “This special day enables us to help 
improve the health of people living and working in the communities that we serve, and that 
includes those without access to health care.” 

“Our collaboration with the Gastroenterology Department at Kaiser Permanente Baldwin Park 
provides access to care for individuals who would otherwise be placed on a waiting list at county 
facilities,” explains Alicia Mardini, Chief Executive Officer, East Valley Community Health Center. 
“Unfortunately, wait lists can often take several months, which can leave life-threatening conditions 
undiagnosed if earlier care is not provided. We are fortunate to have this partnership with Kaiser 
Permanente that provides this valuable service for our patients that improves their health and 
quality of life.” 
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Special thanks to physicians and staff from our Gastroenterology 
Department for their efforts. 
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