
KP Takes Part in Kingdom Day Parade in Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day for Kaiser Permanente was not a day off, but rather a day on. As Kaiser 
Permanente physicians and employees joined in on service projects throughout the country to honor 
the legacy of Dr. King on January 15, a team of staff members from West Los Angeles and other nearby 
KP facilities, volunteered at one of the largest MLK day events in the country – the 33rd annual Kingdom 
Day Parade in South Los Angeles. 

Lunona Burton, a continuing medical education (CME) coordinator at West LA, served as one of the zone 
conductors at the event - ensuring parade entries were moving at the right pace, and helping with 
crowd control.  

“I think it is so important to give back to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,” Burton said. “He fought for our 
freedom – not only for blacks – but for everyone. So I wanted to come and be a part of this event, and 
have a chance to give back to our community.” 

Victoria Richards, an associate professor at the Kaiser Permanente School of Medicine, was also among 
the group of nearly 30 KP volunteers at the event. Richards is part of a team that is working to help 
develop the case-based curriculum at the KP School of Medicine which will open in 2019, and just joined 
the team in May 2017. 

“Being new to KP, I was looking into all the information that is available to employees and was so happy 
to see an opportunity to take part in an event like this,” Richards said. “This was an opportunity to 
participate, to represent the School of Medicine, and promote our mission and our values – I didn’t give 
it a second thought.” 

The Kingdom Day Parade, themed “When They Go Low, We Go High,” started at King Boulevard and 
Western Avenue, and ended at Crenshaw Boulevard and Vernon Avenue – just down the street from the 
new Kaiser Permanente Baldwin Hills-Crenshaw Medical Offices. Parade entries included marching 
bands and dance teams from local schools, churches, law enforcement, local officials, and community 
organizations – who marched in a lively procession in honor of the late Dr. King.  

“It was very exciting to see the community out and having a good time, all for the same reason. The 
motto of the parade “When They Go Low, We Go High,” speaks to what we hope to do at the new KP 
School of Medicine, to provide a unique medical education that ignites a passion for learning, a desire to 
serve, and an unwavering commitment to improve the health and well-being of patients in the 
communities we serve,” Richards said. 

Burton was thrilled to be a part of an event that she been watching for the last 10 years.  

“There was so much positive energy – I just loved it. We as employees are not only representing 
ourselves, but Kaiser Permanente as well. It’s an organization that is always looking for ways and 
avenues to give back to the community, to have a face, and presence in the communities we serve – and 
this is a great way to do it,” Burton said. 

Kaiser Permanente's mission is centered on making our communities healthier, and this month, 
employees and physicians will continue to keep Dr. King's legacy alive through community building and 
improvement. Service activities continue throughout January, and volunteer opportunities are available 
year-round through www.kpcares.org.  

http://www.kpcares.org/

