
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

iw~ KAISER PERMANENTE® 

Hunger Doesn’t Take a Vacation 
Kaiser Permanente staff help families in need when school food programs close for the summer  

Three years ago, single mom Margarita Morales was struggling to put food on the table for her 
family. She faced a choice no mother should ever have to make: pay her bills or feed her 4 
kids? One day, Margarita noticed some parents picking up food bags from the nurse’s office at 
her eldest child’s school.  She learned that families like hers could qualify for weekly, nutritious 
food bags through local nonprofit Community’s Child.  

Hunger by the Numbers 
Community’s Child relies on donations from individuals and 
business – but when donations slow during the summer, the According to the U.S. 
organization isn’t able to help many people.  When Kaiser Census, 1 in 6 Americans 
Permanente South Bay first heard about this resource gap in 2014, struggle to get enough to 
the medical center organized a summer food donation program with eat. 
its employees. Kaiser Permanente has held a summer food drive 
every year since then and provided additional support to Thanks to donations from 
Community’s Child through various grants and sponsorships.  This businesses like Kaiser 
summer alone, medical center staff donated enough food to feed Permanente, Community’s 
125 families. Child has been able to 

serve 2,417 local families 
“We believe in the power of people to make healthier communities,” with 5,343 children. 
says Lesley Wille, RN, senior vice president and area manager for 
Kaiser Permanente South Bay. “Our people care deeply about This food program has 
helping others – a personal calling that is evident in their choice of helped reduce rates of 
career, as well as their participation in our community partnerships. anemia in Torrance 
Together, we’re proud to collaborate with leading organizations to children by 22%. 
create supportive, healthy environments in the places we live, work, 
and play.” 

Thanks to donations from businesses like Kaiser Permanente, Community’s Child is able to 
provide food and services year-round, benefitting 2,417 families (including 5,343 children).  
Recipients often rely on the healthy food bags as their main – and sometimes only – resource 
for a meal. For families like Margarita’s, that allows parents to focus on paying their bills and 
advancing their careers so they can better support their family.  This sets a positive example for 
their children and leaves a lasting impact on the next generation.  

“After we signed up for these programs, my kids were more social, outgoing, confident, and 
happier than before,” says Margarita.  “Their concentration improved because they were eating 
healthier meals. We still struggle to cut down on sugar but, for the most part, my kids are 
getting better at eating foods like carrots, broccoli, potatoes, and cauliflower.  Receiving cans of 
vegetables has helped us out a lot because it’s accessible.” 

Now a manager at a local business, Margarita no longer needs the services provided by 
Community’s Child.  Not only that, she volunteers regularly at the non-profit as a way of giving 
back to the community that helped her.  Margarita even plans to return to school soon to obtain 
a degree. 

Amy Magallanes, program administrator at Community’s Child, says, “When you donate a bag 
of food, you are providing for other human beings and making your community feel loved.  It’s 
so much more than just food – it’s hope.”  
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