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ORANGE COUNTY’S “FREE SURGERY DAY” 

BRINGS HOPE TO UNINSURED PATIENTS 
 

Access OC and Kaiser Permanente Team Up to Care for Those in Need 

 

Irvine, CA (October 24, 2015) – In conjunction with ‘National Make a Difference Day’, forty-two 

uninsured patients will receive free outpatient surgeries and screening colonoscopies through a 

partnership between Access OC and Kaiser Permanente Orange County on Saturday, October 24, at the 

Kaiser Permanente Irvine Medical Center campus.  Access OC is a non-profit program mobilizing 

medical volunteers to provide free surgeries to the uninsured.  This will be Kaiser Permanente’s 14th 

“Free Surgery Day” with Access OC. National Make a Difference Day, a USA Today initiative, is the 

nation’s largest day of volunteering and celebrated each year on the fourth Saturday of October. 

 

Kaiser Permanente medical volunteers –surgeons, anesthesiologists, gastroenterologists, nurses, 

pharmacists, operating room and laboratory technicians, schedulers, admitting personnel and other 

support staff – will donate their time and help provide free surgeries to uninsured residents of Orange 

County.  These medically necessary procedures will dramatically impact each patient’s ability to work or 

care for their family, significantly improving their quality of life. In many cases, patients have had to live 

with unbearable pain for years.  All of these patients are currently living and working with pain because 

they cannot afford the needed procedures. 

 

Kaiser Permanente was the first to collaborate with Access OC in May 2007.  Since then, hundreds of 

Kaiser Permanente Orange County volunteers have provided more than 200 free surgical procedures. 

 

Pam Sousa, executive director of Access OC states, “Providing life-changing procedures for our 

underserved patients doesn’t just improve the lives of the neediest in our communities, it strengthens the 

economy allowing them to work more productively and eliminates the need for more costly emergency 

treatment. It’s a win-win situation for the patient and the community.” 



For the Kaiser Permanente healthcare professionals, giving back to the community is a valuable 

opportunity.  “I volunteer because I want to make a difference in my own community. These are simple, 

yet life-altering surgeries that enhance people's quality of life" said Dr. Monica Gabaldon, a Southern 

California Permanente Medical Group affiliated physician volunteer. 

 

About Access OC 

Access OC is a non-profit 501c3 organization that provides bridges to specialty care in Orange County. 

Access OC’s mission is to improve the health of the underserved by coordinating and providing access to 

high quality specialty care with the support of the community in Orange County. Thirteen hospitals and 

surgery centers have joined the volunteer network including access to specialty care for the low-income 

residents of Orange County.  Six hospitals have joined the volunteer network – Kaiser Permanente, 

Mission Hospital, Mission Laguna Beach, Hoag Memorial Hospital, Hoag Orthopedic Institute, 

Saddleback Memorial Medical Center, St. Joseph Hospital of Orange, St. Jude Medical Center, Clarity 

Eye Group, nVision, Harvard Eye Associates, South Coast Eye Care Center, and Pacific Gastroenterology 

providing specialty care to patients referred by local community clinics and primary care providers. To 

date, with the assistance of our volunteers, Access OC has arranged more than 600 donated surgeries and 

has deterred an estimated $7.5 million in medical charges for uninsured patients.  For more information 

on Access OC, visit the website at www.AccessOC.org . 

 

About Kaiser Permanente 

Kaiser Permanente is committed to helping shape the future of health care.  We are recognized as one of 

America’s leading health care providers and not-for-profit health plans.  Founded in 1945, our mission is 

to provide high-quality, affordable health care services to improve the health of our members and the 

communities we serve.  We currently serve 4 million members in Southern California.  Care for members 

and patients is focused on their total health and guided by their personal physicians, specialists and team 

of caregivers.  Our expert and caring medical teams are empowered and supported by industry-leading 

technology advances and tools for health promotion, disease prevention, state-of-the-art care delivery, and 

world-class chronic diseases management.  Kaiser Permanente is dedicated to care innovations, clinical 

research, health education and the support of community health.  Kaiser Permanente Orange County 

currently services more than 500,000 members through a network of nearly 7,000 employees and 1,000 

physicians.  For more information, go to www.kp.org/orangecounty. 
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